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Thursday, June 3, 2004

Unprecedented Research Opportunity” Awaits UM Doctoral Students
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is helping enhance doctoral-level programs in
biomedical sciences at the University of Montana (UM) by providing students with access to scientists
and equipment from Rocky Mountain Laboratories (RML) in Hamilton. RML is part of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, one of the NIH institutes.
The arrangement, part of the NIH’s Graduate Partnerships Program, is intended to help
universities recruit and instruct exceptional science students and to help NIH train those students for
careers in infectious disease research. NIH will provide primary funding for the project.
“This partnership provides an unprecedented research opportunity for both RML and UM,” says
Marshall Bloom, M.D., RML associate director. “As infectious diseases continually emerge and reemerge, there is an increasing global demand for researchers to work in this area. We look forward to
helping educate the next generation of infectious disease investigators.”
NIH has 12 other Graduate Partnerships Programs in place at universities, among them
Cambridge and Oxford in England, Johns Hopkins University in Maryland and the Karolinska Institute
in Sweden. NIH also works with about 300 graduate students who have dissertation research under way
at 21 NIH institutes and centers. A goal is in place to involve 500 students in the next five years.
The partnership with UM, which is located in Missoula, about 45 miles north of RML’s facility,
involves a five-year doctoral program. Six RML scientists will collaborate with UM faculty to instruct
courses in Missoula; the scientists will act as mentors for the students during their time at RML.
NIH will provide students a stipend, tuition and health insurance after the first year. NIH
anticipates its average investment in each student who completes the program will be about $131,000.
Plans are under way for up to three students to enroll in the program by the fall semester 2005.
Eventually, the program could enroll up to six students per year.
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For more information about this research opportunity, contact Don Christian, associate dean, UM
Division of Biological Sciences, at 406-243-5122. For more information about NIH-university Ph.D
programs visit http://gpp.nih.gov, send an email to gppinfo@nih.gov or call 301-594-9605.
NIAID is a component of the National Institutes of Health, an agency of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. NIAID supports basic and applied research to prevent, diagnose and treat
infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections, influenza, tuberculosis,
malaria and illness from potential agents of bioterrorism. NIAID also supports research on
transplantation and immune-related illnesses, including autoimmune disorders, asthma and allergies.
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Press releases, fact sheets and other NIAID-related materials are available on the NIAID Web site at
http://www.maid.nih.gov.
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